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Book Reviews
Concise Vascular Surgery for vascular specialists rather than for trainees or
general surgeons.C. W. Jamieson, J. S. T. Yao, Au/Eds.
Arnold, 1999. The indexing is pertinent and clear. References are
scarce, the general focus of the book being towards339 pages, price £60.00.
techniques. This book is worth purchasing by the target
Concise Vascular Surgery is a multi-author book, which group, and also by academic vascular and general
attempts to describe in detail and step by step the surgeons who have the responsibility for trainees.
‘‘broad scope of vascular surgeon’s art’’. It is aimed at
vascular surgeons in training, and to a great variety J.-P. Becquemin
of other specialists, such as general, trauma, and ortho- Paris, France
paedic surgeons who encounter occasional vascular
problems during emergency or elective surgery. The
book covers almost all the classical vascular tech-
niques, except the endovascular ones. Each chapter
doi:10.1053/ejvs.2000.1104,
contains many self-explanatory black and white draw- available online at http://www.idealibrary.com on
ings. On the whole, the book is clear, agreeable to
The Evidence for Vascular Surgeryread, and informative.
J. J. Earnshaw and J. A. Murie, Eds.The book is divided in three parts, which include
TFM Publishing Ltd.general techniques, management of arterial disease
210 pages, price £37.50.and management of venous disorders. In the general
techniques part, I found the chapter devoted to angio-
graphy particularly interesting, as it provides much This book is the outcome of a meeting of the Joint
Vascular Research Group (JVRG) held in June 1999detail concerning catheters, dose and rate of contrast
medium. The chapter on the exposure of major blood and consists of 31 chapters by 33 consultant authors
and 14 Registrar co-authors. It aims to provide ‘‘avessels is also comprehensive, concise and not too
schematic. The general principles of arterial suturing mature and even-handed reflection on the current
evidence for vascular surgical practice’’ with ‘‘noand endarterectomy are also well described. The sec-
ond part presents all major operations on arteries room for the blinkered over-enthusiast ploughing
his or her favourite furrow’’. (It then proceeds withincluding carotid endarterectomy, aortoiliac repair for
occlusive disease and aneurysm, mesenteric and coel- Peter Gaines and Ross Naylor arguing for and
against carotid angioplasty, although both seemiac arterial occlusion, infrainguinal revascularisations,
trauma, amputation, fasciotomy and sympathectomy. excellent chapters)!
The title is a little misleading, implying a definitive,The section on the management of venous disorders
describes surgery for varicose veins and for venous all-encompassing resume´ of the evidence for vascular
surgery, and I was surprised to find nothing, forulcers. All the steps of most operations are presented
in detail, and, although some variation in operative example, on aortoiliac disease, amputation, popliteal
aneurysms, or thoracic outlet syndrome. However,techniques may occasionally be missing, the reader
is provided with the information needed in specific most of vascular surgery is covered at some stage
in the book, with particular emphasis on carotidsituations.
Some chapters are not covered, such as carotid or endarterectomy, intermittent claudication, acute and
critical limb ischaemia, aortic aneurysms, varicosegreat-vessel bypasses, vertebral surgery, femoropedal
bypass, renal reconstruction, first-rib resection, redo veins and venous ulceration. There are also chapters
on renal revascularisation, graft infection, shuntingsurgery for occluded grafts or infection and re-
construction of the deep veins. I presume the authors in complex vascular trauma, and non-surgical factors
which affect surgical outcome. It finishes with ahave rightly considered that these operations are tasks
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